






 



 





 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 





 

 





 



 



 





 













 



 







 

 

 

https://www.the-isla.org/sexual-rights-litigation-network/about-the-sxln/
https://www.the-isla.org/sexual-rights-litigation-network/about-the-sxln/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rcjggP2KzA
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https://mg.co.za/thoughtleader/opinion/2022-09-29-why-civil-society-has-agreed-to-attend-another-presidential-summit-on-gender-based-violence/


 





 

Defending Women Who Speak examines defamation claims as a manifestation of violence 

against women which lacks adequate victim protections. The insights documented include 

an overview of defamation laws in selected domestic contexts and in the international 

plane, an interrogation of existing deficiencies therein; comparative judicial responses to 

defamation cases against the backdrop of the #MeToo Movement, including an in-depth 

analysis of notable cases; and sharing and documenting identified solutions on how to  

protect women survivors who speak up from legal blowbacks initiated by their alleged 

perpetrators. The publication is based on a literature review, analysis of human rights  

instruments and reflections from an ISLA violence against women in-depth seminar from 

13 to 15 December 2021 in Mombasa, Kenya. It is intended for legal practitioners who 

assist women survivors, seeking legal redress against their alleged perpetrators. It may also 

serve as a guide for donors on how to increase funding structures to help women survivors 

overcome financial impediments in their quest to access justice. 

 Click here to read 

Or scan here  

This publication provides comparative perspectives on amicus curiae practices in seven  

African countries. It maps best practices at the domestic level and contributes to ongoing 

conversations about the need to clarify rules and standardise best practices at various levels, 

including sub-regional and regional human rights mechanisms. 

Click here to read 

Or scan here  

https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/ISLA-Insights-Issue-4-Defending-Women-Who-Speak-EBook.pdf
https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/ISLA-Insights-Issue-3-Comparative-Perspectives-on-Amicus-Curiae-Practice-in-Africa-Ebook.pdf


In 2016, ISLA began developing the sexual rights litigation network (SXLN) to 

strengthen movements in African countries by empowering them to litigate on 

sexual orientation, gender identity and expression (SOGIE) cases. The project 

aimed to build a body of actors that can hold states accountable for violations 

against persons based on their gender and/or sexuality by nurturing partnerships 

between movements and lawyers working together on social change through  

strategic litigation at national, regional and international levels. This document is 

a review and analysis of the implementation of the pilot phase to guide future  

implementation and also to document the experiment highlighting the parts of the 

project conceptualisation that worked and did not work out in reality; why these 

did not work as we had initially expected; and what can be learned from the  

challenges encountered during the pilot phase. 

Click here to read 

Or scan here  

This manual provides a practical guide to litigators and social movement actors in 

Africa and around the world who are interested in propelling the realisation of 

women's rights upon separation, divorce or annulment of marriage as protected 

under Article 7 of the Maputo Protocol. It equips the user with the necessary  

information on relevant human rights standards on women’s rights upon  

separation, divorce or annulment of marriage; the application of the human rights 

standards within the national legal systems; the scope of these rights,  

manifestation of the violations; and potential areas for litigation or advocacy. 

This manual seeks to encourage litigators to authoritatively apply international 

and regional human rights law to challenge existing discriminatory laws, policies 

and practices through strategic litigation. This manual will also aid social  

movement actors in evaluating the extent to which normative and institutional 

structures in African countries guarantee the protection, promotion and respect 

for women’s rights upon dissolution of marriage. 

Click here to read 

Or scan here  

https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ISLA-Insights-Issue-5_Legal-Empowerment-to-Litigate-SOGIE-Cases_-Ebook.pdf
https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Litigating-for-Equitable-Division-of-Matrimonial-Property-ebook.pdf


Drawing inspiration from experiences detailed in ISLA-convened meetings on 

forced sterilisation, coupled with desktop analysis, the publication seeks to,  

first, explore legal and policy frameworks on forced sterilisation in Africa and 

comparative jurisdictions. Secondly, it identifies existing barriers and  

opportunities in feminist strategic litigation (FSL) for forced sterilisation, and in 

that way, makes credible contributions to the existing body of knowledge on this 

subject. It is intended to provide substantive and procedural understandings for 

legal practitioners who intend to commence or are in the midst of litigation on 

defending women who have undergone forced sterilisation. Further to this, this 

publication is also intended to serve as an important guide to other stakeholders, 

including judicial actors on existing barriers and possible opportunities to  

reimagine the existing order.  

Click here to read 

Or scan here  

This INSIGHTS publication on WLPR aims to highlight legal, political and social 

obstructions to achieving gender equality in access to and use of land, and  

develop strategic and gender-sensitive approaches to enhance the protection and 

realisation of WLPR in Africa. In addition, the publication seeks to provide a 

deeper analysis of the hurdles that are present in litigation. It examines the  

feminist legal theory accompanying case selection and the purported theory of 

change. It also assesses the laws being challenged, the justice system within which 

some of the cases exist and the processes involved in sourcing these cases to  

develop ways in which litigating WLPR can be improved. The content is intended 

for legal practitioners who assist women seeking judicial relief or remedy in  

actualising their land and property rights. It is also targeted at donors to guide 

how to increase funding structures to help women overcome varied impediments 

in their quest to access justice, including financial hurdles, barriers to access to 

justice, and patriarchal socio-cultural norms. It will therefore be useful for donors 

to understand the challenges that surround strategic litigation on WLPR to better 

inform their assessment of proposals for grants in a more contextual manner.  

Click here to read 

Or scan here  

https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/ISLA-Insights-Issue-6-Forced-Sterilisation-eBook.pdf
https://www.the-isla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CHALLENGES-IN-LITIGATING-WOMENS-LAND-AND-PROPERTY-RIGHTS-20230219.pdf
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https://www.the-isla.org/sexual-rights-litigation-network/about-the-sxln/
https://www.the-isla.org/sexual-rights-litigation-network/about-the-sxln/




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwizQLZwLDQ
https://www.alliancemagazine.org/blog/reimagining-pan-african-and-feminist-philanthropies-envisioning-abundance/
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